What is Claimed 

1. A method of communicating information between a plurality of client computers 
comprising the steps of: / 

a) providing data on a data source md communicating the data from the data 
source to one or more of a plurality of cliesnt computers in response to a request for data 
by said one or more client computers; / 

b) updating the data on the data source by sending data from one of the plurality 
of client computers to said data source; and 

c) communicating the factihat the data available on the data source has been 
updated by communicating a client to client message from the client computer that 
updated the data to other client computers thereby prompting said other client computers 
to access the updated data froraf the data source. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the data source and the plurality of client computers 
communicate information by means of a hypertext transfer protocol wherein a client 
computer periodically poUs the data source and further wherein said client computers poll 
the data source in response to a client to client message concerning an updating of data on 
the data source from another client. 

3. The method of claim 1 additionally comprising the step of providing a 
communications interrupt server which communicates client to client messages between 
muhiple client computers. 

4. The method/of claim 1 wherein the client to client message is formatted in accordance 
with an interrret relay chat protocol 



5. The method of claim 4 wherein the data source maintains a database of information 
and wherein different portions of the database are assigned a unique internet relay chat 
chacmel. 



6. The method of claim 4 wherein the data source maintains a goal based message 
hierarchy having message nodes and wherein iipdates to one or more nodes in a group of 
such nodes are assigned to an internet relay chat channel. 

7. The method of claim 4 additionally comprising the step of providing a communications 
interrupt server which communicates messages between multiple client computers by 
means of said internet relay chat protocm. 

8. The method of claim 1 wherein the data source comprises a server computer. 

9. Computer apparatus for communicating information between a plurality of client 
computers by means of a communications network comprising: 

a) a data server computer coupled to the network for communicating data from 
the data server computer to one or more of a plurality of client computers in response to a 
request for data by a client computer in the form of a hypertext transfer protocol update 
request; said data server computer including means for updating the data made available 
from the data server compute in response to a data update request from one of the 
plurality of client computers to said data server computer; and 

b) a communications server computer coupled to the communications network 
for communicating the fact that the data on the server has been updated by 
communicating a client to client message from the client computer that updated the data 
on the data server computer to other client computers thereby prompting said other client 
computers to request upflated data from the data server computer. 

10. The computer apparatus of claim 9 additionally comprising a data store for storing 
data made available to the client computers by the data server. 

11. The computer/apparatus of claim 10 wherein the data store includes a database 
management component. 
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1 12. A computer readable medium containing coi|iputer instructions for performing the 

2 steps of 

3 a) providing data on a data source andy6ommunicating the data from the data 

4 source to one or more of a plurality of client Computers in response to a request for data 

5 by said one or more client computers; and/ 

6 b) updating the data on the data source and communicating the fact that the data 

7 available on the data source has been Updated by communicating an update message to 

8 one or more client computers thereby prompting said one or more client computers to 

9 access the updated data from the dafta source. 



m 

0 

m 
m 
m 

£ 

0 

m 
m 
m 
o 

D 



13. The computer readable medium of claim 12 wherein the data source and the plurality 
of client computers communicate information by means of a hypertext transfer protocol 
wherein a client computer periodically polls the data source and fiirther wherein said 
client computers poll the data source in response to an update message concerning an 
updating of data on the data source. 

14. The computer readable medium of claim 12 additionally comprising the step of 
providing a communications interrupt which communicates update messages between 
multiple client computers. 

15. The computer readable medium of claim 12 wherein the update message is formatted 
in accordance with an internet relay chat protocol. 

16. The computer readable medium of claim 15 additionally comprising the step of 
providing a communications interrupt which communicates messages between multiple 
client computers by means of said internet relay chat protocol. 



17. The computer readable medium of claim 12 wherein the data source comprises a 
server conaputer. 



11 



18. A method of communicatiag information between a plurality of client computers 
comprising the steps of 

server computer and communicating the data from the 
server computer to one or moi'e of a plurality of client computers in response to a request 
for data by said one or more client computers; and 

b) updating the datayon the server computer and then communicating the fact that 
the data available on the server has been updated by communicating an update message 
to one or more clients to thereby prompt said one or more client computers to access the 
updated data from the seriver computer. 



19. The method of claim 18 wherein the update message is formatted in accordance with 
an internet relay chat pnotocol. 

20. The method of claim 19 wherein certain specified clients are assigned internet relay 
chat protocol channelsjto allow the update message to be targeted at certain clients. 

21. The method of claim 18 wherein the server computer stores a message hierarchy in a 
goal directed messaging system for tabulating messages from multiple clients and 
wherein the update message indicates the message hierarchy has been updated. 

22. The method of claim 21 wherein the message hierarchy is divided into nodes which 
form groups of one or more nodes and wherein the update message is in the form of an 
internet relay chat protocol and wherein node groups are assigned different internet relay 
chat channels. 

23. The method oficlaim 18 wherein the server computer stores a database for storing 
information made Available from multiple clients and wherein the update message 
indicates the database has been updated. 
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24. The method of claim 23 wherein the database is divided into data portions and said 
data portions/are assigned channels in an internet relay chat protocol that implements the 
update nn^sage. 
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